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A man was trapped overnight fol-
lowing a crash in Fayette County. The 
Fayette County Sheriff ’s Office re-
sponded Dec. 23 to a single-vehicle 
accident just north of 16857 Lincoln 
Road.  Austin David Michael Ruroden, 
28, of West Union, was northbound 
at 7 p.m. Dec. 22 when he lost con-
trol of the vehicle and entered the 
west ditch and struck a cement box 
culvert. Ruroden remained trapped 
in his vehicle overnight, managing 
to free himself from the vehicle the 
next morning and make his way to 
the shoulder of the roadway where 
he was discovered by a passing mo-
torist. Ruroden was transported to 
Palmer Lutheran Hospital where he 
was treated for multiple fractures, 
internal injuries and lacerations. Ru-
roden was later transferred to Allen 
Hospital in Waterloo. The Ruroden 
vehicle was considered a total loss. 
Photo courtesy Fayette County 
Sheriff's Office

Crash Traps Man Overnight

Professor Active With 
Keeping Alive Remembrance

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

In the summer of 1893, one of the 
world’s most famed composers trav-
eled to northeastern Iowa and stayed 
for a time.

Enchanted by the area, Antonin 
Dvorak composed two works.

In addition to the music he com-
posed, Dvorak also left his mark on 
the area, for example with the home 
where he stayed, which now houses a 
museum.

Dvorak’s legacy can also be felt in a 
number of other ways.

One mark left by Dvorak is upon 
Sarah Meredith, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Green Bay.

“When I was a grad student at the 
University of Iowa…we made a road 
trip there,” she said. “That was sort of 
how my interest started.” 

Her father had suggested the idea, 
and it planted a seed.

Dvorak became a research interest, 
one that has remained over the years.

Growing up near Anamosa, Mer-

edith said she has always been fasci-
nated by Dvorak’s visit to Spillville. 

Meredith undertook her doctoral 
work at the University of Iowa with 
one of her main areas of study as the 
vocal repertoire of Dvorak.

She recently journeyed to the Czech 
Republic to serve as a judge for the 
51st Dvorak International Voice Com-

petition in Karlovy Vary. Meredith has 
been involved with this since 1994.

The competition is a chance to keep 
alive Dvorak’s memory.

“I have judged at this competition 
many times since 1994 and brought the 
first American singers there in 1997,” 
said Livingstone.   

While there, she had a chance to 
spend time with Antonin Dvorak 
III, a great-grandson of the 
famed composer.

Interestingly enough, the 
younger Dvorak has also 
been to Spillville.

“He loves Spillville,” 
said Meredith.

More than any other 
topic, that is the one Mer-
edith notes Dvorak speak-
ing about.

Nor is the interest limited 
to just Dvorak.

“All the Czech people 
I met there they all know 
about Spillville,” said Mer-
edith.

All the Czech 
people I met 
there they all 
know about 
Spillville.
- Sarah Meredith
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SW Spanish Students 
Eyeing Costa Rica Trip

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

South Winneshiek Spanish students 
may be heading to Costa Rica if they 
can secure funding.

Teacher Megan Einck said she was 
still weighing options for raising mon-
ey for the experience.

“For now I am offering it to my cur-
rent Spanish 3 students,” said Einck. 

One funding option has already 
been selected.

“Each student will be given their 
own fundraising page on explorica.
com which will allow them to accept 
online donations (much like a gofund-
me page),” said Einck.  

Einck noted the value of such learn-
ing trips.

“I feel there is no better experience 
in learning a language than to go to a 
place where you will be completely 
immersed in it, so I consider myself 
extremely fortunate that I am able to 
give that to my students in the form of 
this trip,” said Einck. “I studied abroad 
in Chile during college, and I am cer-
tain that that trip has played a big role 
in bringing me to where I am today. I 
have found that it’s a big world that we 
live in, and I believe each and every 
one of us should explore it as much as 
possible. I couldn’t be more excited to 
do exactly that with my students.”

Sarah 
Meredith,
a professor 
at the 
University of 
Wisconsin-
Green Bay, 
poses with 
Antonin 
Dvorak III, 
a great-
grandson 
of famed 
composer 
Antonin 
Dvorak. 
Photo 
courtesy 
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Felon Facing 
3 Gun Charges
Arraignments Scheduled Following Sweep

By Michael Hohenbrink
Editor

An individual who was one of 
10 adults charged in a sweep by the 
Winneshiek County Sheriff’s Office 
is now facing additional charges.

Steven Anderson, 39, of Fort At-
kinson, was arrested Dec. 23 at 1:50 
p.m. on a warrant for three charges 
relating to a felon possessing a fire-
arm. The charges are felonies. 

Anderson was held on a bond of 
$7,500 cash only and transported to 
the Winneshiek County Jail. The fol-
lowing morning Anderson appeared 
before Magistrate Charles Kelly 
who amended the bond to ten per-
cent/$750. Subsequently, Anderson 
bonded out.

Online court records show Ander-
son will be represented by a public 
defender.

Arraignment on his original 
charges was set for Tuesday.

During the Dec. 15 arrests, which 
saw warrants executed in the areas of 
Fort Atkinson and Calmar, Anderson 
was charged with keeping premises 
or vehicle for controlled substance, 
felony possession of controlled sub-
stance (marijuana) - third or subse-
quent offense and felony possession 
of controlled substance (metham-
phetamine) - third or subsequent of-
fense. 

One individual arrested in the 
sweep has already been fined. An-
other individual has entered a plea of 
not guilty.

Arraignments for the rest have 
been scheduled for both Tuesday and 
the following Tuesday, Jan. 10, for 
the remainder of those arrested.

Many of those arrested will be 
represented by public defenders.

Among those arrested in the Dec. 
15 sweep:

Zackary Hoste, 23, of Ellsworth, 
Wis., charged with no valid driver’s 
license, has been fined $250.

Robert Coonradt, 46, of Calm-
ar, has entered a plea of not guilty. 
Coonradt was charged and jailed for 
possession of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) - third or subse-
quent offense. On Thursday, he was 
arrested again on a warrant for parole 
violation.

Astyn Rouse, 26, of Fort Atkin-
son, is also scheduled for a Tuesday 
arraignment and will likewise be rep-
resented by a public defender. Rouse 
has been charged with keeping prem-
ises or vehicle for controlled sub-
stance, possession of controlled sub-
stance (marijuana) - second offense 
and felony possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) third 
or subsequent offense.

Peggy Schneider, 58, of Fort At-
kinson, is scheduled for arraignment 
Tuesday. She has been charged with 
keeping premises or vehicle for con-
trolled substance.

Steven Ashford, 62, of Fort At-
kinson, is scheduled for arraignment 
Tuesday and will be represented 
by a public defender. Ashford was 
charged with keeping premises or 
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vehicle for controlled substance.
William Anderson, 38, of Fort At-

kinson, is scheduled for arraignment 
Tuesday. Anderson was charged with 
keeping premises or vehicle for con-
trolled substance.

Michael Koch, 33, of Fort Atkin-
son, is scheduled for a Jan. 10 ar-
raignment. He has been charged with 
keeping premises or vehicle for con-
trolled substance.

Stephanie Six, 35, of Fort Atkin-
son, is scheduled for arraignment 
Jan. 10. Six was charged with keep-
ing premises or vehicle for controlled 
substance.

David Alve-Frana, 33, of Fort At-
kinson, is scheduled for arraignment 
Jan. 10 and will be represented by a 
public defender. He was charged with 
keeping premises or vehicle for con-
trolled substance.




